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teCHem
teCHem is the global leader in built-in antimicrobial product protection, 
engineering durable antimicrobial solutions for consumer, industrial 
and medical products around the world. teCHem®technology can be 
engineered into a breadth of materials including:

polymers, textiles, coatings, paper and adhesives.

Built-in to products during the manufacturing process, teCHem 
antimicrobial product protection inhibits the growth of microbes, such as 
bacteria, mold and mildew that can cause stains, odors and deterioration 
of a product. The teCHem brand is the assurance of continuous, durable 
and effective antimicrobial protection that will provide an added level of 
defense against damaging microbes for the useful lifetime of the product.

teCHem has had top and bottom line growth of over 25% the last four 
years. The company has an Entrepreneurial mindset and is highly focused 
and very stable with the majority of the management team being 
together for the last 4 plus years. teCHem recently raised significant 
capital from a leading private equity firm and is adding resources in 
a number of areas to maintain their growth trajectory into the future. 
This Director of R &D - Coatings is a new position created as part of this 
expansion and a new industry focus. The goal is to at least match and 
ideally surpass the last four years of excellent performance.

About the Products

Wallpaper and paint are often the last steps to the final completion of 
a job well done. Now customers can protect their hard work from the 
growth of mold and keep painted surfaces and wall coverings looking 
beautiful for longer than ever before. teCHem® antimicrobial product 
protection provides continuous antimicrobial cleaning action that 
can protect the paint coating or wallpaper surface from the growth of 
bacteria, mold and mildew that can cause stains, odors and degradation 
of the surface. teCHem protection is ideal for high humidity areas or 
wherever an added level of protection from microbes is needed.

Corporate Culture

The corporate culture can be described as aggressively entrepreneurial 
and risk taking, and the number of applications and opportunities mean 
significant multi-tasking. Project turnaround is typically fast-paced. 
Anyone coming into this organization must find a way to be quickly 
effective while learning the technical background of the business. 
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Corporate Culture
teChem is looking for leaders to help them carry out the discovery 
of biologicals and traits on a scale never before attempted. They are 
growing scientific, business, and cultural systems to reach their aim of 
being the most successful chemical innovator. teCHem’s organization is 
based on shared commitment and coupling responsibility to expertise, 
creating a flexible, collaborative environment for a uniquely productive 
and enjoyable work experience.  teCHem's culture looks and feels casual 
but is built on scientific rigor and well-established processes.

teCHem Team Members

• Trust in each other, developing strong relationships through open 
communication.

• Place a high value on teamwork.

• Compete with other companies and not amongst themselves.

• Self-assemble around solving problems.

• Expect experts to research solutions, consult with team members, 
and make swift decisions.

• Form groups to run every aspect of their business from employee 
benefits to portfolio management and expansion.

• Understand that hiring is the most important thing teCHem does.

• Give each other feedback regularly, constantly improving processes 
and avoiding consequences of the dreaded annual review.

• Address and resolve conflicts transparently to improve relationships, 
processes, and outcomes.

• Spend a fifth of their time on professional development, participating 
in training opportunities, taking classes, attending professional 
organization meetings, and mentoring others.

Corporate Culture Information

High Value on Teamwork

Hiring is the most Important 
Thing teCHem does

Aiming to be the Most 
Successful Chemical Innovator

Address and Resolve Conflicts 
Transparently
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Ben Matthews, Executive VP
Ben Matthews is the Executive VP at teCHem and has 20+ years' 
experience in business management in the chemical industry. Before 
coming onboard to teCHem, Ben worked in roles such as General Sales 
& Marketing Manager, Global Account Director, and General Manager at 
DOW Chemical, Air Products & Chemical, and Huntsman. He holds a BS in 
Chemical Engineering from Rutgers University and a Graduate Diploma in 
Accounting from the University of Adelaide.              

At the core of Ben's management style is good communication.  He 
is very direct, while making sure he is also constructive.  He wants his 
employees to be able to say that they are better for having worked for 
him: he challenges them and pushes them to grow, and gives them 
the space to do so.  At the same time, he has the utmost respect in and 
trust for his employees, and he welcomes them to challenge him the 
same way he does them.  He has a curious mind and loves to learn and 
push the status quo.  Ben has been described as "one of the most astute 
leaders I have had the pleasure of working for and with. He has a wealth 
of knowledge from experiences across the globe and has the ability to 
read people and situations in a way that results in a calm and measured 
response to even the most difficult situations."

Over the course of his lifetime, Ben Matthews has lived in five of the 
seven continents. Besides Pittsburgh, he lived in Brazil, Germany, Hong 
Kong, and Australia. Not surprisingly, travel is one of his passions.  He has 
visited 57 countries around the world.  He speaks a number of languages; 
his native tongue is Italian, he learned English before starting school, 
and he learned Portuguese in about 6 months when he lived in Rio de 
Janeiro.  His other interests include food, movies, and reading.  He is a 
self-described sports fanatic who will talk about any sport and any team. 
His strong number-memory means that no matter what sports team you 
follow, he probably knows an interesting statistic about them.

Ben Matthews

Hiring Team Information
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Director of Research and Development
This position is viewed as being a team lead that will be involved in a 
broad variety of opportunities in our Liquids & Formulations area, but 
their initial primary focus will be on paints and similar coatings. They will 
be expected to bring considerable expertise in this area. To that end, the 
problem can be described as follows:

There are a number of anti-fungal options currently available to paint 
formulators for achieving mildew resistance, such as the azoles, zinc 
pyrithione, and the isothiazolinones, but the loading levels needed for 
efficacy are on the order of 3000-5000 ppm, or higher, which pushes 
the cost too high for paint companies to use them across broad lines of 
products. Or at least the companies perceive that they cannot price to 
recover the incremental cost. Even at these levels there is not dependable 
information on durability. Many companies are incorporating low levels 
of anti-fungals, and claiming limited mildew resistance, but the products 
that they are using (the favorite is IPBC), the levels, and reported results 
suggest that efficacy is pretty limited and durability is usually less than 
two years.

Some companies are formulating specialty products using zinc oxide at 
10-20%, replacing some of the TiO2, which improves mildew resistance 
and durability. Sherwin Williams’ Duration, is an example of this. Zinsser 
uses zinc oxide as well. The primary problem with zinc oxide from the 
perspective of teCHem is that it catalyzes reactions with the polymers 
in the paint, limiting the shelf life, thus requires special formulations, 
and, as a result, it is not a solution that can be applied to a broad class of 
products.

The Challenge

The challenge is to identify anti-fungals not commonly used in the 
paint industry, or to identify combinations of anti-fungals, that can be 
effective at lower cost, thus giving teCHem an advantage in the market 
and allowing paint companies to implement better, more cost effective 
mildew-resistant paints.

Requirements

 � Ideally 10 years of experience as a Paint & Coatings Chemist with 
direct experience and knowledge in formulating exterior paints for 
mold and mildew resistance and in testing the formulated products.

 � Must have knowledge and experience with anti-fungal additives for 
paint, understand how components in the formulation affect mold 
and mildew resistance, and have general familiarity with standard 
test methods for evaluation. 

 � Must have proven track record of independent project management 
and technical service.

 � A minimum M.S. degree in Chemistry or Chemical Engineering

Position Information
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Location Information Pittsburgh, PA
Pittsburgh has transformed itself from its steelworker history to a 
beautiful, trendy, cultured, and exciting city. From natural beauty of steep 
hills to the industrial beauty of architecture, Pittsburgh has it all. Not 
only is Pittsburgh the second-largest city in Pennsylvania, it is also the 
county seat of Allegheny County and the 27th largest urban area in the 
United States. Over the past decade, the city has been awarded by major 
publications for Pittsburgh’s high livability compared to other American 
cities, with the city claiming the top overall spot in the United States in 
recent “most livable city” lists by Places Rated Almanac (2007), Forbes 
(2010), and The Economist (2011). In 2012, National Geographic named 
Pittsburgh one of the best worldwide travel destinations. 

When it comes to sports, Sporting News magazine has given Pittsburgh 
the title of “Best Sports City.” Residents and visitors have enjoyed 
countless hours watching the Pittsburgh Pirates at what Travel & Leisure 
calls the “Best Baseball Stadium in America!”, PNC Park. Football fans can 
watch as the Steelers show the world what the game of football is all 
about. Hockey fans can watch the Pittsburgh Penguins take to the ice at 
PPG Paints Arena. And, to relive proud moments in the area’s broad sports 
history, look no further than the Western Pennsylvania Sports Museum 
within the Senator John Heinz History Center. For fans who prefer to root 
for college teams, Pittsburgh has a number of options. The University 
of Pittsburgh hosts Division I Football and basketball teams that are 
members of the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC). The school has a long 
history of producing Olympic Champions. Nearby Duquesne University 
and Robert Morris University also host Division I Sports teams and both 
fall under the Northeast Conference (NEC).

From theaters, art galleries, museums, and community events, Pittsburgh 
brings the American experience, science, and art to life in a variety of 
ways. The Andy Warhol Museum, Carnegie Museum of Art, and the 
ToonSeum are just a handful of places to discover art from many different 
eras. The art collection inside the Westmoreland Museum of American 
Art rivals the finest in the nation, featuring a world-class collection of 
paintings, sculptures, and more. The Pittsburgh Public Theater presents 
thrilling drama and side-splitting comedy by American writers all season 
long at the intimate and engaging O’Reilly Theater. Carnegie Science 
Center offers four floors of interactive experiences, including the world’s 
largest permanent robotics exhibit, a coral reef aquarium, the Miniature 
Railroad & Village®, the Buhl Digital Planetarium, and hundreds of hands-
on exhibits. Every year, Pittsburgh brings the family together with fun 
interactive community events, such as racing a dragon boat, singing, and 
jousting at their festivals.

Pittsburgh Skyline

Ft. Ligonier

Pittsburgh Pirates at PNC Park

Andy Warhol Museum
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Though Pittsburgh has a lot of exciting art exhibits and museums, 
residents can also view this city’s natural beauty. Wrapped in rivers, 
intertwined with trails and packed with parks, Pittsburgh is popping 
with active possibilities. Bike, walk, or rollerblade over miles of riverfront 
trails, soaking in fantastic urban views. Guided hikes offer another way to 
see the city. Pittsburgh boasts a lush and diverse landscape and is filled 
with endless recreational opportunities for every outdoor enthusiast. 
The Three Rivers Heritage Trail System is a wonderful pedestrian system 
running for 24 miles along both sides of the Allegheny, Monongahela, 
and Ohio rivers – an almost complete public route for cyclists, walkers, 
and runners. Venture Outdoors makes it easy for people to get outside! 
Offering over 500 public programs including kayaking, hiking, biking, 
fishing, and so much more.

Downtown Pittsburgh is a nice place for shopping, due to its compact, 
walkable business district. It offers an eclectic variety of department 
stores, specialty shops and trendy boutiques. Head North out of 
Downtown and you’ll find wonderful suburban shopping in the North 
Hills, where national chains and discount department stores offer values 
at North Hills Village, Northway Mall, and all along McKnight Road. 
Trendy, upscale boutiques and department store branches make Ross 
Park Mall a one-stop shopping destination. If you’re a power shopper, 
then be sure to check out the new Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills in Frazer 
Township, 16 miles northeast of Pittsburgh. Over 1.1 million square feet 
is home to over 175 stores, from trendy boutiques, to major national and 
regional retail establishments.

Residents can earn a formal education due to the array of schooling 
options Pittsburgh offers. As the hometown of Mister Rogers, Pittsburgh 
has elementary education down. Students explore special interests at 
a number of magnet and charter schools and their public and private 
schools offer excellent instruction. Pittsburgh’s trade schools make it a 
top choice for students, and its more than 29 colleges and universities - 
from the University of Pittsburgh to La Roche College to Washington and 
Jefferson College - rank it among the top four cities in the country for 
higher education.

Carnegie Science Center

Three Rivers Heritage System

Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills

La Roche College
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Pittsburgh, PALocation Links

General Area Links
City of Pittsburgh 
www.pittsburghpa.gov

Visit Pittsburgh 
www.visitpittsburgh.com

Shopping
Monroeville Mall 
www.monroevillemall.com

Ross Park Mall 
www.simon.com/mall/ross-park-
mall

Grove City Premium Outlets 
www.premiumoutlets.com/
outlets/outlet.asp?id=85

Arts & Entertainment
Carnegie Science Center 
www.carnegiesciencecenter.org

Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History 
www.carnegiemnh.org

Toonseum 
www.toonseum.org

Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium 
www.pittsburghzoo.org

Pittsburgh Public Theater 
www.ppt.org

Point State Park 
www.pointstatepark.com

Sports
Pittsburgh Steelers 
www.steelers.com

Pittsburgh Pirates 
www.mlb.com/pirates

Education
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
www.pghschools.org/Page/1

University of Pittsburgh 
www.pitt.edu

Carnegie Mellon University 
www.cmu.edu

News
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
www.post-gazette.com

WPXI 
www.wpxi.com

Real Estate
Zillow - Pittsburgh, PA 
www.zillow.com/pittsburgh-pa

http://pittsburghpa.gov/
http://www.visitpittsburgh.com/
http://www.monroevillemall.com/
http://www.simon.com/mall/ross-park-mall
http://www.simon.com/mall/ross-park-mall
http://www.premiumoutlets.com/outlets/outlet.asp?id=85
http://www.premiumoutlets.com/outlets/outlet.asp?id=85
http://www.carnegiesciencecenter.org/
http://www.carnegiemnh.org/
http://www.toonseum.org/
http://www.pittsburghzoo.org
http://www.ppt.org/
http://pointstatepark.com/renovation/fountain
http://www.steelers.com/
https://www.mlb.com/pirates
https://www.pghschools.org/Page/1
http://www.pitt.edu/
http://www.cmu.edu/index.shtml
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.wpxi.com/
http://www.zillow.com/pittsburgh-pa
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